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We had a visitor the other day. 
She was an earnest library trustee 


who came to ask some questions 
about the County Lib law. One 
could tell at a glance t she was 


a faithful, hard working member of 
the library board of the small library 
that means so much to her. It is 
such a small library that they can’t 
pay the librarian any salary. The 
work is done by the members of the 
board. 

The chief question in her mind was 


what the county library might do to 
the little library that means so much 
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—— and with an open mind. 
It go far toward dispelling any 
fear that the county library will 
“take away” an that the small 
library has. Instead it shows how 

will improve and 


larger resources 
panty every library that comes 
into system. 


OUR PRESIDENT SPEAKS 


As free men and women in a free 
country, we have the solemn obliga- 
tion of actively supporting those 
activities which contribute most to 
the constructive development and 
maintenance of our democratic way 
of life, in which the dignity and well- 
being of the individual is placed 
above the interests of the state. 

With totalitarian ideologies threat- 
ening to encroach further on the few 
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new law 
gram to establish county libraries in 
Until county libraries are an actu- 
ality, both the extent and quality of 
ee ee we reflect 
little credit on a richly en- 
dowed with intellectual and material 
resources. The present state of af- 
— ele merry We now 
ve legal means to rectify our 
_ backwardness in en lst a 
Library w, 0 library serv- 
ice can be laced within the reach of 
every of Iowa. 
Forty-four percent of the people 
owa are without li- 
brary service. Rural areas have no 


libraries, although 
tract for service of a limited sort. 


é = tient to forge ahead, we 
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—Robert W. Orr in'Foreword, Man- 
ual of Procedure for establishment 
and maintenance of county libraries 
for Iowa; ist edition 1948. 





COOPERATION 
Lydia Margaret Barrette 


“Sales for 1947 set an all time 
high for Cooperative Services Ima 
porated” says a March newspaper 
note from Lake Mills that echoes 








ay ame seem to have learned and to 


learning how to cooperate, and if 
Iowa libraries will set themselves to 
extending 


ago the telephone 
found that a lot of little te 
companies were not satisfactory, so 
they pooled their interests. 
Libraries can well share what they 


work. It is slow and 
tedious; but it can be done in Iowa 
under the new library law or under 
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tury? 
In a little book by Reuben Holman 


of Rockwell, Iowa, called “The Ro- — 


mance of the Farmers Grain Dealers 


Association of Iowa” we find this 


statement, page 140: 


“Most of our companies were Of 5 


ganized before we had sa 
tive laws. Much as we 


to pause, to rebuild. Our re 
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factory law.” 

A few pages further on he says: 

“I am firmly convinced that lack 
of information is the most important 
obstacle standing in the way of co- 
operative progress. Practical facts 
are needed by farm and cooperative 
leaders to determine policies and pro- 
cedures.” 

Do library leaders need to assem- 
ble and study more practical facts? 
Do they know how to attack a great 
issues program? Do they make peo- 
ple aware that national library stand- 
ards claim a need for 1948 of $3.00 
per capita for high quality service 
in public libraries; that $3.00 per 
capita would mean $6.00 or more for 
each registered borrower; that $2.25 
per capita is needed for reasonably 
good service; and that $1.50 per 
capita is needed for limited, 
inadequate service? Do they 
at the state figures and realize what 
kind of service is available? Do they 
know how far libraries have gone 
toward extending library service to 
every citizen? Do they realize that 
volume in business reduces cost? Do 


ue 


individual farmer who wants 
before it is extended on a 
and never have I found one 
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would our rural churches, and the 
contribution to rural life would be 
worthwhile. 


LIBRARY DEMONSTRATION 
BILL 

The first piece of social legislation 

to receive Senate approval this 

session, with the exception of veter- 

ans legislation, is the Library Dem- 

ontration Bill (S. 48), which passed 


ecm! 25. 

This bill, sponsored by Senators 
Hill (D. Ala.) and Aiken (R. Vt.), 
provides for demonstrations of free 
public library service in areas with- 
out library facilities or where the 
service is inadequate. 

An identical House bill (H. R. 
2465), sponsored by Representative 
Jenkins (R. Ohio), was also acted 
upon February 26, when the House 
Subcommittee on Education reported 
the measure favorably. 

Under the Library Demonstration 
Bill, States would receive $25,000 of 
Federal funds annually for five 





available under the bill will be form- 
ulated by State library agencies, 
subject to approval of the U. S. Com- 


19 





cost of the Federal Government 


financing the demonstration program 
will not exceed $5,253,000. 





FACTS ABOUT RURAL LIBRARY 
SERVICE 


Today, in the United States, 35 
million people are without public li- 
this number, 


Out of 3,070 counties in the United 
States, only 808 have county-wide 
library service. More than 600 coun- 
, roughly one out of five, are 
without any kind of public library 
within their boundaries. 

Some States provide library serv- 
ice to rural areas by using bookmo- 
biles “libraries on wheels,” which 
take books from a central library to 
outlying areas. Bookmobiles pro- 
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eral Director of the A.L.A. War 
Service from 1917 to 1920. 


tion, American Library Institute, Ii- 
nois Library Association, and the 
American Association for Adult Edu- 
cation; a trustee of the Film Council 
of America. He is a member of the 
Cliff Dwellers Club, Chicago, Beta 
Theta Pi fraternity, and the Cosmos 
Club, Washington, D. C. 

“My gratitude to A.L.A. members 
and friends for 28 good years is un- 
bounded,” said Mr. Milam today. “T 
have had no desire to leave A.L.A. 
until my retirement in 1950, but this 
opportunity to try my hand at one 
more job before turning myself out 
to pasture was too good to pass up.” 


LIBRARY TRAINING AT STATE 





. He states that “the chief 
lament (of school principals) is 
that it is well nigh impossible for 
most schools, especially the medium- 
sized and small ones, to obtain a 
teacher of any kind who has had any 
hours at all in library science.” 

In order to alleviate this situation 
and to help Iowa schools meet the 
new standards required by the North 
Central Association for their school 
librarians, the Iowa State Teachers 
College will offer a minor in Library 


The program, to be inaugurated in 


the summer quarter, will consist 
the following courses and credits 


Library Orientation ......................1 hour 
Organization and Administration 

of school iibraries..................... 3 hours . 
Classification and Cataloging... 3 hours 
Book Selection in Elementary 
Book Selection in High School 

*North Central 
April 1947 
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Library Praetiee 2 hours 


Problems in Reading in Junior 
and Senior High School (From 





Education Dept.) .....................-. 3 hours or 
Story Telling (From Education 
— i ac 3 hours 
22 hours 


The North Central Association require 
ments for Iowa schools are as follows: 


Hours of 
School Training in Required 
Enrollment Library Science by Year 
Up to 199 2 sem. hr.- 3 qr. hr. 
200-499 6 sem. hr.- 8 qr. hr. 1950-51 
500 & over 8 sem. hr.-11 qr. hr. 
Up to 199 4 sem. hr.- 6 qr. hr. 
200-499 12 sem. hr.-16 qr. hr. 1951-52 
500 & over 16 sem. hr. 22 qr. hr. 


Up to 199 6sem.hr.- 8qr. hr. 
200-499 16 sem. hr.-22 qr. hr. 1954-55 
500 & over 24 sem. hr.-32 qr. hr. 


Central Association requirements for 


small community libraries. 


These courses will be taught by 
Laurette C. McCusker. Miss McCus- 


S. U. L OFFERS TRAINING FOR 
PUBLIC LIBRARIANS 


program emphasizes 
wo. and laboratory methods 
and will enable the librarian without 
previous formal to study 
the basic principles of librarianship. 
Five hours of classwork will deal 
specifically with public library serv- 
ices and processes. However, the 
courses, particularly 21:102 and 
21:103 offered during this summer 
session for teacher-librarians will be 


rary 
B.A. degree is from Grinnell College, 
and her B.S. in L.S. is from George 
Peabody College. 
Jean Nelson, Assistant Professor 
in Library Education and Supervisor 
of the University Experimental 
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Housing, Office of Student Affairs, 
University Hall, Iowa City, Iowa. 


FIFTY NOTABLE BOOKS OF 1947 

The “Fifty Notable Books of 
1947” list represents a compilation 
of the opinions of staff groups of 


size and phical location, 
the opinions of about fif- 
teen to ty = dividual lib: 


ex-librarians, library 
Titles of over “three hurared’ boa books 


were suggested by one or more 

ple. There was a substantial Lees 
ment on thirty-five titles of the — 
The fifteen titles were se- 


— more or *. — 


Public Library staff who are con- 
stantly in touch with the interests of 
library patrons. 

The list contains American 
cations for adult readers pub 
in the U. S. during 1947. Some Eng- 


lish authors are included. 
tions, anthol , edited 
letters, and were 


rather than for reference. 

and special subject books or mono- 
graphs were not included. 

sis was placed on books that 


literary quality ‘and also social si 
y 
coe i light on the — of 


the 
day. Several titles that had 


present 
wide publicity because of book clubs 
or publisher promotion were not in- 


Libraries 

now responsible, will be by 

the A.L.A. Council as the A.L.A. list 

of “Fifty Notable Books of 1947.” 
Forrest B. Spaulding. President 
Public Libraries Division 

Brace, The Garretson Chronicle 


Brooks, The Times of Melville and wit R 


— The Gallery 
Butterfield, The American Past 
Byrnes, Speaking Frankly 
Canby, American Memoir 
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Colum, Life and the Dream 

Commission on Freedom of the Press, A 
Free and Responsible Press 

Conant, On Understanding Science 

Crum, Behind the Silken Curtain 

Dallin, Forced Labor in Soviet Russia 

Davidson, The Steeper Cliff 

Dean, The U. 8S. and Russia 

DeVoto, Across the Wide Missouri 

Duncan, Gus the Great 

Fischer, Gandhi and Stalin 

Frost, Steeple Bush 

Gunther, Inside U. 8. A. 

Guthrie, The Big Sky 

Haines, Command Decision 

Hobson, Gentlemen's Agreement 

Johnson, Soviet Russia Since the War 

Johnson, William Allen White’s America 

Kantor, But Look the Morn 

Keith, Three Came Home 

Lauterbach, Danger from the Hast 

Lecomite Du Nouy, Human Destiny 

Levi, Christ Stopped at Bhboli 

Levin, My Father’s House 

Lewis, Kingsblood Royal 

Lundberg, Modern Woman: The Lost Sex 

Matthiessen, The James Family 

Mauldin, Back Home 

Meyer, Peace or Anarchy 

Millis, This Is Pearl! 

Morison, The Battle of the Atlantic 

Mott, Golden Multitudes 

Murphy, Logbook for Grace 

Nevins, Ordeal of the Union, 2v. 

Paul, Linden on the Saugus Branch 

Roberts, Lydia Bailey 

Shirer, End of a Berlin Diary 

Spence, Vain Shadow 

Taylor, Richer by Asia 

Toynbee, A Study of History (abridged) 

U. 8S. President’s Committee on Civil 
Rights, To Secure These Rights 

Walker, The Quarry 

West, The Meaning of Treason 

Williams, House Divided 








The Decorah Public Library re- 
ceived funds for the purchase of chil- 
dren’s books, honoring the late Mrs. 
George A. Baker. 


is granted for the purchase of 


spk 


G. Jordan, sister-in-law of 
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memory 
Blanche Irene Hackett, who was li- 
brarian for many years. 

In Spirit Lake the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary celebrated its 25th an- 
niversary by presenting books, a dis- 
play case for the books and a plaque 
to the library. The dedication was 
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DR. BROWN IN JAPAN 






ee 6 ree Dit Werery in 
the country similar to the library of 


Japan had no such library previ- 
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one — 
library school, Dr. Brown said. 


there are trained —— 
available. 

Report of the two librarians to 
General MacArthur has been 


Japan has only 





sion to Japan, on which Dr. Charles 
H. Brown, associate librarian and 


tion to all that a National Diet 













brary law was passed by unanimous — 


vote of both houses of the Diet be 


fore the librarv mission returned to 


we 


the United States. 


Members of the library mission — 


have made a substantial contribution 


toward the establishment of a far — 
reaching and enlightened library pro- * 


gram. he added. 


The report has been published in 


Japan and will shortlv be 
bv the department of the Army in 
this countrv.—Tribune, 

March 18, 1948. 
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—“ RIGHT 


Evelyn F. Von Wagner 


The library has none of the Bob- 
bsey Twins or Nancy Drew series of 
oe although hardly a week 
by without some y r 
for them. The reason for their ab- 
sence is well-explained by the cap- 
tion under a picture in the current 
issue of Life. 

In the feature story about the 
school in New York for us chil- 
dren is a picture of a five-year-old 
drawing from the library, a copy of 
“The Ring of the Nibelung,” a story 
of the Wagner operas for children of 
the upper grades, 6 to 8. The sec- 
ond sentence is the cant one: 
“Library has wide choice of — 
books like the Bobbsey Twins, 
bright children tire of these, —9* 
abandon them in favor of poetry, 
biography, science and politics.” 

Because anyone who has a child is 
sure that child is a genius. it might 
be a good idea to treat him like a 
genius: when a Twin is 
added to the child’s home library, 
add a good book too, and then see 
what happens. 

Librarians have learned that there 


so the Bobbsey Twins are not pur- 
itsed Sar ster. ene, mak- 
ing it unnecessary for the c 

to make a choice. 


—Advocate. Rockwell City, Iowa 
March 25, 1948 





souri. 

During the Summer Quarter, Dr. 
Johnson will offer two courses at the 
graduate level. A course on college 


lib 
the functions of the library in 
education, and 





to be offered jointly with the - 
ment of Education, will deal with the 
roles of the professor, the librarian, 
and the administrator in the effec- 


The topic of the thirteenth Annual 
Institute of the Graduate Library 
School of the ne ay 4 of Chi 
will be Education for lib 
The 7 will be held at the Uni. 


ty during the week of August 
i621”. 1948. 


Recent years have witnessed an 
increasing interest in the problems of 
education for librarianship on the 


problems in the education of li- 


the utilization of the li- 
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impressed 
— unsin Stet teing aie to 
English, the 


extra special in 
them accordingly. 
—Star Clipper, Traer, lowa 

January 9, 1948. . 
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been transferred from . 
U.S canons Se nent: SS ge 
the 98th General Hospital in Munich 
Forrest librarian of the 
Des Moines ** was 
awarded a citation the National 
Conference of and Jews 








lege—Lauretta McCusker joined 
the faculty as instructor in library 


science. will offer two courses 

which will be applicable on a minor 

in library science. Miss McCusker 

Washington DC. ‘She has recent . 
on, D. C. e 

completed courses at Columbia 

brary school. 

Chariton—Mrs. Harold Leonard 
served as librarian during February 
while Mrs. Helen Ream accompanied 
her husband on a trip through the 
south and western states. 

Charles City—Mrs. Frances Ken- 
dall Byers, for 20 years librarian at 
the Charlies City lib , retired 
March 1. She went to to 
join her daughter there. 

; m 
where she has been a staff member — 
for the past six years. 

Mrs. Byers writes: “My = first 
to Florida, a rest; early 
visit to relatives in 
Bogota, Colombia, S. A. Sounds en- 

, does it not? After that 
the times and circumstances will 
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Fairfield — The 
$100 by the will of Mrs. Vienna Dill 
of Stockport for the purchase of 
books for their Patrons. 


Fairfield—Parsons 


consists of the McKenzie 
scientific collection of the 
brary. 


Farmington—The library recently 
received a letter from H. F. Buehler 
of Ferndale, Michigan. 
wife spent a night in 
Pittsburgh 

were so impressed 
with the friendliness of the People 


some 
had enjoyed “but 


rated eggs were Mrs. 
Scott N. Reger, kindergarten teach- 
Saft tp 2ul De Camp, Press-Citisen 


writer. 


lowa City—State 
the 


of 
who has gone to 
ornia to recuperate from a re- 


Cent illness. 

: wn—Helen Rex, librar- 
jan, has resigned, ective June 1 to 
the North 
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